Understanding and Using ABA Learning Categories

T

he ArtsBridge America (ABA) Categories of Learning are based on and expand upon Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning. Bloom’s Taxonomy was originally developed to describe different types of learning—from the most basic to the more advanced—and has played a significant role in educational planning for many years. As you can see, the ABA Categories start with Knowledge, the most fundamental aspect of learning. Can pupils define a term, recall a date, quote a person from history, etc.? 

As category levels increase, you will see that learning becomes more complex and integrated. We begin to determine whether pupils can take the information they receive and process it in more sophisticated ways. In other words, can pupils apply what they have learned to other settings? Can they put themselves in the place of a figure from history and assume this role in a realistic way? Can pupils process information and make recommendations to others based on what they know?

The ABA Categories are unique in that they incorporate Emotional Understanding, which is critical to arts learning. You will most likely see Emotional Understanding woven throughout your assessment of pupil learning during your project. 

In your classroom, you will see all types of learning, and they may not appear in a chronological or linear way. In fact, you will see that certain pupils will be able to analyze, explain, or judge, but may have trouble recalling specific dates or names. They may do all simultaneously. The goal of the ArtsBridge America scholar is to help pupils realize their full intellectual potential by presenting engaging and exciting information and materials. Perhaps you can recall a course that made you recall dates, times, periods, and people, but did not challenge you further. In other words, you did not get a chance to go much further beyond Knowledge and Comprehension—it was probably very boring!

Research shows that all children can learn and that the teacher plays a significant role in cultivating young minds. By presenting pupils with activities that span the ABA Categories of Learning, ArtsBridge scholars play a vital part in the process.

