
Goal Presented by Teacher: What sort of curriculum areas would the teacher like you to address this week? How can your arts discipline address those areas?

Example: Ms. Guzman asked for assistance in correlating the science of seed growth patterns with other curricula.

I.  Objectives 

What do you plan on accomplishing this week?  What concepts, ideas, or theories will you teach? Remember these should relate to the Big Picture and Bridges you outlined in your Project Description. Set at least 3 learning objectives for each week. Some words you may want to use: enhance, expand, continue, address, build, foster, develop, increase, identify, demonstrate, etc.
· Example: To enhance the understanding of diverse cultures through dance, discussion, and food sharing. This week, a few parents have volunteered to bring in homemade corn tortillas and rice for the children to taste and discuss. In addition, the other three second-grade classrooms were invited to view our rehearsals this week. Those teachers will discuss what the children saw and link cultural understanding to their own classroom studies.

· Example: To use dance to support language skills



· Example: To continue to develop motor skills by focusing on weight, time and space awareness










· Example: To teach the relationships between science and dance (real planting and watering and symbolic watering). I will also foreshadow our UCI campus performance day with mention of the outdoor setting and how the “arc of the sun” movement will feel when they are gesturing to the actual sky.

II. Assessment
Plan how you will assess whether you have met your weekly objectives.  What are the specific ways the children will demonstrate they’ve learned what you hoped they would? Use the ABA Categories of Learning sheet to guide you.  You want to make sure that you choose assessments that reflect basic learning and assessments that show more complex understanding.  Will you document any assessment this week? How?


The children will be able to identify and define selected vocabulary terms learned thus far through oral and written communication. They will also be able to interpret the movement symbolism successfully in order to perform sections of the dance that represent Vietnamese harvesting traditions. The children will be able to connect their understanding of the irrigation section of the dance to their understanding of watering their planted seed. The children will be able to explain their understandings through oral and written communication. The children will be able to express how they feel about their experiences with some traditions of another culture.  They will be able to share their experiences with others by engaging them in conversation while showing empathy for another culture. The children will plant their own seeds and take pride in helping them grow. The children will develop sense of personal responsibility through nurturing and caring for “a dependent”. 

Likely misunderstandings: Think ahead. Where do you suppose the children might have a difficult time understanding concepts you are teaching?

· Example: The choreographed irrigation section of the dance may be performed without the proper understanding of the physical movement representation.

· Example: The arc movement may lack curvature (the children may not translate the spatial forms into physical actions).

· Example: The difference (contrast) between the quality of the sound and the action may not be perceived.

Explain:

Example: The children are likely to drag the hats on the ground and pantomime irrigation rather than feel as though the hat is full with water. Explain that the arms (and the hat they are holding) trace the same shape that they have previously learned about. Discuss contrast, describe the music (light and serene) and the movement (heavy and tired) and establish the contrast.
III. Sequence of Instruction:

Activities: What activities will you do with the children? Be sure to give the amount of time planned for each, and order them in sequence they will need to be presented. Activities should lead the children to your learning objectives and many should link to VPA State Standards (list State Standard by title and number after activity). If an activity requires a step-by-step process that you feel should be explained in detail, please provide a separate sheet with those directions. 

1. Example: Have a group reading of The Tortilla Factory (20-25 minutes)
(SS: 5.1)

2. Example: Have the children sit in a circle and discuss corn harvesting. Have the children compare and contrast this with harvesting the rice fields in Vietnam (5-10 minutes) (SS: 3.4)

3. Introduce new vocabulary terms and have the children use them in multi-subject sentences (SS: 3.1, 4.1) (20-25 minutes)

4. Example: Share and taste cultural foods (10-15 minutes) 

5. Example: Warm up and then teach the “irrigation” section of Ganh Lua (focus on the addition and subtraction of dancers) and rehearse all choreography learned thus far (40-50 minutes) (SS: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8)

6. Example: Have the children plant their seeds in a cup and water them (20-25 minutes)

7. Example: End of day discussion. Then have the children write their daily experiences in a journal (10 minutes) (SS: 4.2, 4.3, 5.3)

Resources/materials: List all of the resources and materials you will use in the classroom this week. Include your vocabulary for this week, as well. 

1. Example: The Tortilla Factory, by Gary Paulsen 
2. Example: Personal Journal
3. Example: Vietnamese Rice Hats (one for each student)

4. Example: CD of the Vietnamese Harvest Dance music, and a CD player

5. Example: Seeds, soil and plastic cups

6. Example: The Dancing History Collection, by Dr. Jill Beck

7. Example: Vocabulary: 
a. Irrigation – to supply land with water by artificial means, as by diverting streams

b. Harvest – the gathering of crops

c. Soil – the portion of the earth’s surface consisting of disintegrated rock and humus

d. Roots – a plant part that grows downward into the soil, anchoring the plant and absorbing nutrient and moisture

e. Rows – a number of things arranged in a line

f. Arc – an unbroken part of a curved line

g. Symbolism – the act of representing things by symbols

h. Gesture – a movement or position of the hand, arm, body, head, or face that is expressive of an idea, emotion, etc.

Documentation: How will you document your lessons this week? Some ideas: videotaping, photographing, journaling, etc.

Example: The children will write another entry in their personal journals and an ArtsBridge photojournalist will come to take pictures.
Assignments: What assignments will you give the children? 

Examples: I will tell the children to practice/rehearse the dance before our next meeting, and to continue writing in their journals each time they understand something new about the dance or see a link between dance and science, spatial form or math.


IV. Reflection:

This is the part of the weekly template that gives you a moment to look back on the lessons taught. Reflect upon how your lessons could have gone better or how they went well and why. If they didn’t go as planned, what do you think you could have done that would have helped? If they went well, were there certain things that happened that helped them go that way? Feel free to write as much as you would like.

Example: This was a great week. Most of the objectives were met with success. The parental participation was especially successful because, not only did three mothers bring in food to share that represented their culture, they also explained to the children the importance of traditional food preparation in their home, and how cooking and eating together builds family relations. We were able to compare this preparation with what the children have been learning about the harvest in the Vietnamese culture. I was also very pleased with the children’s reading capabilities this week. So many of the vocabulary terms we’ve been studying were in The Tortilla Factory. The children beamed when they read aloud and were able to clearly annunciate certain words that would have been difficult for them prior to this project. They showed a clear understanding of identifying and relating the terms to our studies of Ganh Lua. (I had the children identify and define certain parts of the picture I drew.) When the children planted their seeds, many of them told me that they didn’t believe they would see a sprout begin to grow(if they were to give it proper care). I am really looking forward to going in next week.  I can’t wait to see their reactions to what they’ve created, and I look forward to asking them how they feel and helping them imagine how the farmers who harvest in the fields in Vietnam must feel. I’m hoping that this exercise will help them to understand why the Vietnamese culture thought it important to choreograph a dance representing the harvest. As for the dance, the children are truly surprising me. They have been rehearsing at home and in the classroom, and Ms. Guzman told me she has seen them rehearsing during recess! I’m so glad to know they are enjoying the movement and the memorization of symbol sequence. However, I was a bit surprised that, even though I knew what my “likely misunderstandings” would be, and I was especially careful in teaching that particular material, the children scraped the hats on the ground during the “irrigation” section of the dance. I have a feeling they did this because I had mentioned it to them as something they should NOT do. A little discipline by Ms. Guzman and the children were able to successfully keep the hats off of the ground.  I believe our rehearsal time was very successful. When I mentioned the importance of having a great performance day at UC Irvine, they all straightened up and became very serious. When I began to teach the “sunrise to sunset” section of the dance, I asked which vocabulary term the movement reminded them of. One child hollered out “arc,” and I asked another to tell me the definition for it. In addition, the children also demonstrated proper use of weight, time and dramatic action during the rehearsal. I think I will need to start working on our performance style a little more, however. Many of the children are so deep in concentration – trying not to forget the next step – that they lose the essence of the piece. I need to remind them to “feel the breeze” on their faces, or to “feel their tired, aching back.” This will help them learn to discriminate between the qualities of sounds and action within the dance. Of course, it’s always nice to end the lessons with reflection. The children enjoy our wrap-up discussion and writing in their journals, reflecting on the day’s lesson…I look forward to reading their thoughts. 
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